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Richard Axel and the Zuckerman Institute 

1. May 22, 2009: Jeffrey Epstein emailed Mortimer Zuckerman: “is a thirty two year old 

Italian architect too young, smart, beautiful, multi lingual or would you prefer more 

standard fare.” 

a. Mortimer Zuckerman responded: “sign me up asap” 

2. September 18, 2010: From Jeffrey Epstein’s calendar: “Yom Kipper Breakfast Guest 

List-Jeffrey Epstein”: Guests include Dr. & Mrs. Richard Axel, Mr. & Mrs. Alan 

Dershowitz. Mr. & Mrs. Cyrus Vance, Mr. Mortimer Zuckerman, Mr. & Mrs. Harvey 

Weinstein, Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Cuomo, Mr. & Mrs. Len Blavatnik. Jay Lefkowitz 

and Tom Pritzker replied that they could not attend. 

3. April 9, 2012: Jeffrey Epstein emailed Richard Axel: “Mort dinner?” 

a. Richard Axel responded: “Dear Jeffrey, I am off to Sweden in a few hours. The 

dinner with Mort began with Mort holding forth on the economy. Only then was 

he an avid listener and quite surprisingly receptive to Bollinger’s request for a few 

hundred million dollars. He asked for a second meeting where details could be 

presented. I am back Friday late afternoon. I am still OK for lunch on Saturday.” 

4. December 13, 2012: There is a copy of the Gift Agreement regarding the Mortimer B. 

Zuckerman Mind Brain Behavior Institute at Columbia University.  

a. There is a letter from Columbia University General Counsel Felice B. Rosan to 

Managing Director of Boston Properties Kristofer F. Knutson attached: “Dear 

Kris: Enclosed is the fully executed Gift Agreement regarding the Mortimer B. 

Zuckerman Mind Brain Behavior Institute at Columbia University. Thanks so 

much for your help in wrapping this up. Please feel free to contact me if you have 

any questions.” 

5. June 10, 2013: Lesley Groff emailed Jeffrey Epstein: “Mort Zuckerman would like to 

speak with you… they have an old cell number of yours and are asking if they could have 

your new one. OK to give Mort Zuckerman your cell number? [redacted]” 

6. August 29, 2013: [Redacted] emailed [redacted]: “August 29, 2013 8:00 AM : will there 

be a Zuckerman meeting on Sept 5” 

7. November 14, 2013: Jeffrey Epstein emailed Mortimer Zuckerman: “you will be sitting 

with Richard axel and my great friend jes staley and his family, at the Columbia gala” 

a. Mortimer Zuckerman responded: “They are great. Richard is a blessing friend to 

have connected with so serendipitously. Best mort” 

8. September 15, 2014: Richard Axel emailed Jeffrey Epstein “Re: aspen”: “Thank you 

Jeffrey. Sat at 5 would be great if Leon will have us join him. We cannot get commercial 

flights home Sat or Sun, so let me know if this is firm with Leon. If it is best to confirm 

with him directly, send a contact. Thanks again. Enjoy jeevacation.” 

a. Epstein responded: “Chomsky is staying with me sun mon want to have lunch? 
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b. Richard Axel responded: “Chomsky is very deep and his smarts persist. 

Unfortunately I must go to Texas Sun AM to late Mon. I would like to see you 

and will call upon your return. Thank you for invite.” 

c. Epstein responded: “it was great sorry you weren’t there. Richard and I spent 

some time with Mort and his issues. It’s really bad. I told him I would pay for 

professional assistants to be with him. He thought that you believed that a 

girlfriend would suffice. these girls all complain, they are not experienced. He 

calls me 50 times . it is very sad. not as sad to me as joe. however, who is s0000 

kind . and trying” 

d. Richard Axel responded: “I tried to call to no avail. Please call [redacted]. Perhaps 

we can get together this weekend if you are in town.” 

9. October 9, 2015: Lesley Groff emailed Jeffrey Epstein: “Mort is completely booked for 

Tues. Oct, 13th...He can see you at his new office (510 Madison entrance on 53rd, suite 

2901) on Wed. Oct. 14th from 2:15-3pm...I booked this, but I know Ariane is in NY on 

14th...Please advise if OK to keep appt with Mort on Oct. 14th from 2:15-3pm at HIS 

office” 

a. Jeffrey Epstein responded: “ok, to book, tell Richard axel” 

b. Lesley Groff responded: “Just to confirm: you want me to tell Richard Axel you 

will be meeting with Mort OR you will be in NY?” 

c. In some versions of this file, Lesley Groff’s name is redacted. 

10. October 10, 2015: Jeffrey Epstein emailed Mortimer Zuckerman and bcc’d Terje Rod-

Larsen: “Richard Axel agrees with the need for a professional to supplement your other 

staff. I will pay. He also thinks that a full review of all documents and financials is wise.” 

11. October 10, 2015: Jeffrey Epstein emailed Claire Probert: “Lesley tells me, no tues, 

Richard axel and I can come together, did mort change his mind?” 

a. Clare Probert responded: “My understanding is that you said to Mort you could 

meet with him. Leslie and I set it up for 2:15 at our new office on Tuesday. I 

didn’t know anything about Richard Axel attending the meeting.” 

b. Jefrey Epstein responded: “Is Richard attending a problem? He agrees with a full 

time assistant and a full review of documents financials etc.” 

12. October 11, 2015: Lesley Groff emailed Jeffrey Epstein “reminder: what would you like 

me to tell Richard Axel? That you will be in NY or that you are meeting with Mort on 

Wed?” 

13. October 12, 2015: Jeffrey Epstein emailed Mortimer Zuckerman: “I. As you asked I 

spoke to Richard Axel and Terje. they both , as well as I think that having a profressional 

assisstnat for your safety is now required. 2 you asked that i find you another lawyer to 

review your plans. Alan Halperin said he reviewed a few years ago and would not take on 

the project. I suggested someone else at STeptoe and Johnson. Beth tractenburg. howver 

for anyone to do the job effectively , it required full access to information. I understand 

now that you prefer not to have this done? is this so? . 3. The paramount concern is for 
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the welfare of Renee. Steps should be taken to secure the best for her. . You should talk to 

your trusted friends . Axel Tede your Irwin etc. or your nephews. or all of them.” 

a. Mortimer Zuckerman responded: “Thanks for consideration and friendship Am 

well on the way to completing the planning I need including the designation of 

appropriate representatives. Have discussed it with various friends. And. Lawyers 

Etc Will call if I may if at a road block. Thanks. M” 

b. Jeffrey Epstein responded: “ok with me, should I cancel our meeting on wed?” 

c. Jeffrey Epstein forwarded to Terje Rod-Larsen and added: “weird” 

14. October 14, 2015: From Epstein’s calendar: “2:15-3:00pm Appt w/Mort Zuckerman at 

his NEW office 510 Madison entrance on 53rd, Suite 2901 212 326 4010” 

a. Redacted wrote: “Mort is completely booked for Tues. Oct, 13th...He can see you 

at his new office (510 Madison entrance on 53rd, suite 2901) on Wed. Oct. 14th 

from 2:15-3pm...I booked this, but I know Ariane is in NY on 14th... Please 

advise if OK to keep appt with Mort on Oct. 14th from 2:15-3pm at HIS office” 

b. Jeffrey Epstein responded: “ok, to book, tell Richard Axel” 
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